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Of the Late 
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Univerſity of Oxford. 


Together with ſome incidental 


REMARK 5 
On the printed POLL. 


3 The Whole containing an Appeal to the 
['\ Cu ART ER and STATUTES cf that Jni- 
verſity, by the plain and neceſſary Con- 


ſtruction whereof the late Proceedings 
are examined, 


—— —AüU ͤ— — —— — 


By : a Maſter of Arts. 


mihi pergit, que volt, dicere, ea, qua non volt, 


audiet. Ter, . 
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! Advertiſement. 


Have publiſhed this 
Account to ſatisfy 
the Expectations of 
= our Friends, and ta 
» lence, if poſſible, the ground- 

F leſs Clamours of our Ene- 
mies. The diſtinguiſhing Air 
with which the latter pro- 

 ceed even now in their In- 
ſults, as well as the [mplicit 
= SGaithwith which their Story 
3 as generally received, make 

me willing to try to diſabuſe 
the World, * am not 
inſen- 


ci il ) 
inſenſible before hand TIP V4 
undertake a very difficult 
ark. Ar am far from 


blaming Gentlemen unac- 


quainted with our Conſtitu 
tion, and therefore, it may be, 
prejudic'd in favour of the 
Heads of Houſes ; fo, I hope, 


that no one will condi Us 


(the Maſters) unheard for 
aſſerting the Powers which 


the Laws of the Land, Our 


Univerſity Statutes and 


Charter have handed down 


tous asa ſacred Depoſitum. 


The Heads were once Maſters. 


only, and thought, 1 beheve, 
as we do now ; becauſe they 
ſpoke and contended for what 
de aomand : And ſhould it 


ap pear 
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c 
appear by the ſubſequent 
Narrative that their V amty 
has prompted them to un- 
dertake things unſuitable to 
| their Profeſſion, that Paſſion 
,, ſometimes diſpoſſeſſes their 
Nea ſon, orthat they have more 
' RelrwionthantruePiety; [hope 
I ſball merit excuſe, eſpecially 
 ifwhatT ſay is found to be no- 
thing but Truth, and if I 
only admoniſh them to correct 
Faults which they may mend 
whenever they pleaſe. 

Jam apprehenſive too, 

that I ſhall be repreſented 

by the Heads and theirParti- 
Zan as an Iucendiary for this 
Appeal to my Country, alto 
it has a Ri:ht to bear, and 


# 


T3 


I to be heard : But what- 
ever the [ſſue proves to be, 


'tis better to ſpeak late than 
never, were it only to att in 
compliance with the Rule of 
Stultorum incurata pudor malus ulcera celat. 

It was intended indeed to 
delay the Publication till the 
meeting of the Parliament, 


but ſome Copies having ſtolen 


abroad, I have been obliged 
to alter my Deſign. Mures 


& formicæ, qua manum 


admoveris, ora convertunt. 
Jeneca. 
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rs of Parliament for the Univerſity 


of Oxford, that I find a great many People 


are really perſuaded there never was ſuch 
a thing before ; and that there never ought 
to be ſuch a thing again. But this ſeems 
to be an Ingraffment or mighty Acceſſion 
to all the modeſt Claims and — 
N e 


= —- 
of our teeming Age; for how unreaſona- 
ble is it to ſuppoſe that the ſame Members 


ſhould always be choſen? If the Electors f 


indeed were all, or chiefly the ſame Per- 


ſons, the Argument might be plauſible: 
That znleſs their Repreſenratives had given 


any juſt Offence, ihey ought not to be laid a- 4 
fide. But, in the Univerſity, in the Courſe 


of ſeven ycars time, there are at leaſt fix 


hundred new Voters who never were re— 


preſented, which far excced the Number 1 
on the preſent Poll: And yet all theſe Gen- 


tlemen now become Maſters of Arts, and 
ſurely of Years of Diſcretion to judge for 
themſelves, muſt blindfold ſubmit to the 
Judgment of others, and vote for B. and C. 


becauſe their reſpective Governors voted ' 


for them ſeven Years ago. At this rate it 
would be better, if it could be fo con- 
trived, o grant our Repreſentatives a Leaſe 
for their Lives; and by proper Covenants, 


oblige ourſelves and our Succeſſors to 


make Choice of them, as often as it ſhall 
pleaſe his Majeſty to call a new Parliament. 
Or, which would be a thing ſtill more ac- 
ceptable to the great Men among us, em- 
ploy our Intereſt to obtain a new Charter, 
and give our Conſcnt, that all thoſe 
Rights and Powers which we enjoy under 
the old one, ſhould hereaſter be ſolely veſted 
in the Heads of Honfes. Ee 
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As odd as this may ſeem, 'tis in Effect, 
what they really aim at; or, they could ne- 
ver pretend ſeriouſly to lament the unhappy 


'Divifion; when all the Diviſion is, that we 


have not all the ſame way of thinking, 
and are not agreed in the Charafers of the ſe- 
veral Candidates; but claim the factious Pri- 
vilege of examining into the Integrity and 
Abilities of thoſe Perſons, in whom we are 
to repoſe a Truſt of the greateſt Conſe- 
quence to us and our Succeſſors, A Privi- 
lege, which many an honeſt Mechanick en- 
joys, but too great, it ſeems, tor a Maſter 
of Arts of the Univerſity of Oxford; who 


+ has no Privilege, but to obey; no Vote to 
give, but as he ſhall be directed. 


*  havjour in Parliament may be unſuitable 


Tis ſtrange that any Man of common 


Prudence or Temper ſhould condemn me 
for voting according to my own Opinion: 


But to be angry with me for not voting ac- 
cording to his, is full as unreaſonable as to 
quarrel with me, becauſe my Face is not 
like his: Eſpecially when tis evident, that 


no Prejudice or private Intereſt inclines me 


to the Party which I eſpouſe; but an ho- 
neſt Zeal for the Welfare of my County, 


and of that particular Corporation, of which 


Jam a Member. And, however it may 
after wards happen, that I may find my- 
{elf miſtaken in my Men, and that their Be- 


Þ 2 to 


4) 


to my own Principles, and to their former 


Profeſſions : I may ſtill claim the Praiſc due I 


to that Publick-Spiritedneſs which influenced 


my Choice, even from thoſe who did not 3 


concur with me in it. 


Little need be ſaid in a Caſs which ! 


take to be ſo very plain: But for the bet- 
ter Information of ſome honeſt Gentlemen 
abroad, who condemn our late Proceed- 
ings, for no other Reaſon, but becauſe they 


believe it was an Innovact n, which has 


been affirm'd and propagated with great 
Confidence: I will juſt mention what the 
Fact has been as to the Elections of Min- 
bers of Parliament within our Memory. 
Upon Sir William Whitlck's Icccaſe, 
Dr. C- - was choſen; and an Oppoli- 
tion was made by Dr. D - - - tho” he did 
not ſtand a Poll. . | 
Sir William Whitlock was elected into the 
Place of the late Earl of Atles/ord, who was 
created a Peer during the Seſſion of Parl.a- 
ment. But whcn a new Parliament was 
called, there was a vchement and ſtron 
Canvaſs, and a Poll too, for Sir Hums- 
phrey Mackworth, And this Oppoſition was 
chiefly ſupported by the renowned Dr. K- 
who is now pleas'd to inveigh againſt all 
Attempts of this kind, with his uſual Can- 


dor and Eloquence, Nay, I am well al- 3 


ſur'd that Dr. C - - himſelf would have of- 


tered + | 
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neage Finch again. 
| Canvaſſes : The Candidates went to every 
College and Hall in the Univerſity, and 
_ apply'd themſelves to every ſingle Maſter 


—_ —- 


fered his Service to us at that Election, if 


he had not been prevented by the then 


Dean of Chriſt-Church, whom he could ne- 


ver prevail upon to favour his Deſign. 


When Mr B - - was choſen in the Year 


1701, in the room of Sir Chriſtopher Muſ- 


grave, there was a ſtrong Canvaſs, and a 


Poll for Sir George Beaumont. 


In the Year 1698, Sir William Glyn op- 


poſed Mr. Heneage Finch (already men- 


tioned by the Name of Lord Ailesford) one 
of the old Members, and carried the Elec- 


tion againſt him. And in the very next 
Parliament, which was call'd in 1700, ſo 


unſtable were the Electors, that they rurn'd 
out Sir William Glyn and choſe Mr. He- 


All theſe were open 


of Arts for his Vote. | 
But there is one Inſtance of an Oppoſi- 


tion that I muſt by no means pals over, 
which happen'd in the Year 1684, if I mi- 


ſtake not, Dr. C= - oppos'd Dr. Oldiſh a 
very worthy Gentleman, and tho' without 


Diſpute he was young then, and was unaſ- 


ſilt. d by the grave and ſeripus Part. of the 
Univerſity, (as the modern Phraſe is) he 
had the good Fortune to ſucceed, Tis 


true, he was not choſen for the Univerſity 


again 


(6) 


again for above thirty Vears after: How 
his Merit came to be overlooked for ſo 
long a time, and by what means he has 


lately recommended himſelf to the Fa- 


vour of the Heads of Houſcs, is a Que- 
ſtion which they can beſt anſwer ; but 
may in {ome Meaſure be aſcribed to the 
Neglect with which he treated them, 


vrhilſt he was in Office, and the great Court he 


has made to them ſince he has been out. 
There have been indeed one or two E- 
Jetions when Mr. B - and Sir PVilliam 
Whitlock ; and one ſince, when Mr. B - « 
and Dr. C- - have been choſen without a 
Poll. And the fame thing has happened, 
I believe, in almoſt every County, and a- 
bove half the Corporations in England. 
Yet, with what Gravity were theſe few In- 
| ſtances urged to diſcredit the late Oppoſition, 
and defeat that andacions Attempt which 


we made for the Recovery of out juſt 


Rights and Libertieer? Our modeſt Go- 
vernors began to think themſelves in a 
-Kind of Poſfeſſ ion, and to plead Cuſtom, that 
becauſe there had not been a Poll for two 
or three Elections together, there ought 
never to be a Poll again. We were here- 
after to receive our Members from their 
Hands with Thankfulneſs, and to take 
them on Truſt as the People in the Eaſt 


take theit Wives, where the old Folks make 
the 
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the Bargain, and the Man is to be mar- 


ricd before he is permitted to ſee his Bride, 


or to have any Knowledge of her Man- 
ners or Temper. We were told, and we 


were charged to belicve it too, that, to ſee 


with our own Eyes, or to hear with our 
own Ears, was raſh and unnatural: That 
any Struggle we made to poſſeſs ourſelves 


of what legally belong'd to us, was an 
Encroachment on the Prerogative of our 


S4periors : That, to purſue the plain Di- 
rections of our Charter and Statutes, was 
to break the Peace of the Univerſity : And 
in ſhort, that to complain or be impatient 


of Injuries and Oppreſſion, was to fly in the 


Fate of Authority, and rebel againſt our law- 
ful Governors. 


ro 


'This is the real Force and Subſtance of 
all thoſe Arguments which have been late- 
ly made uſe of to aſperſe our Conduct: 
And however ridiculous they now appear 
when plac'd in a true Light, and reduced 
into proper Terms, they have ſerv'd the 
Purpoſes of their Authors, and have made 
Imprcthons on feveral Gentlemen of Worth 


and Honour, much to our Diſadvantage. 


For our own Vindication therefore, and in 

order to remove all unreaſonable Preju- 

dices, 1 have publiſh'd the following Ac- 

count of our Election; in which, I have 
7 

ſpared Perſons concern'd as much as the Na- 

ture 


CF 
ture of my Subject would allow. Nor 
have I inſerted or inſinuated any Fats but 


ſuch as our Adverſaries themſelves know 
to be true, and which I ſhall be immedi- 


ately ready to prove; unleſs we ſhould re- 
ſolve to carry our Complaints a little 


higher: And then the Proof of them 


will more properly be delay'd to another 
Seaſon. _ x I 
When Dr. K - - was firſt prevail'd on 
by his Friends to appear a Candidate, it 
created an incredible Surprize in ſome 
| Heads of Houſer. They knew Dr. C 
to be a oy unacceptable Man to the Uni- 
verſity, ani 
plication, and a Coalition of different 
Parties and Intereſts, he could not poſſibly 
have any Share in the Election. They 
knew likewiſe, that however induſtrious 
they were, or whatever Schemes they 
form'd for his Service, if we were to vote 
by Ballot or Scrutiny in writing, as we doin 


all other Caſes, he would be thrown out 


by a great Majorit 7. 
The firſt Reſolution which they came to, 


was, by the - - - r's Influence (whoſe. 


Secretary Dr. K- then was for the Af- 
fairs of the, Univerſity) to perſuade him 
to deſiſt. For this Purpoſe they wrote a 


Letter to his L - - p, and deſcribed in 
their manner the terrible Conſequences of 
Ee nt, ne Ren 1 5 the 


that without an unuſual Ap- 
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the intended Oppoſition : and at the ſame 
time, as Jam told, they employ'd Mr. B 


8 
* 


and another great Man of the Houſe of Com- 


2? mons to ſecond their Addreſs, and give his 


3 Lordſhip all imaginable ill Impreſſions ot 
our Proceeding. But whoever did it, it 
was effectually done; and the - -r imme- 


1 diately intereſted himſelf ſo far in the AE 
fair, that Dr. K - - had no more to do but 
to reſign his Employment. His Lordſhip 
Was pleas'd to make a farther Step, and by 


Letter to recommend the old Members ; 
2 which Letter was at firſt very induſtriouſly 
3 ſhewn, and afterwards as induſtriouſly ſup- 
1 preſs d. Whether they recollected them- 


elves, that it was not quite ſo proper for 


1 Ja Peer of Parliament to interfere in the E- 


2 lection of Commoners, I do not know ; but 
I well remember, that when the Duke of 


= Ormond in the Height of his Glo 7 recom- 
| mended a Gentleman to be of our 
ceſſes, the Vice-Chancellor .. 4 Heads 

f ih, uſes refuſed fo much as to open his 
Firm the Purport of it being before- 
hand known. And 1 am well infofm'd, 
Y the took an Opportunity afterwards to re— 
133 to his Grace, I Hat the Chancellor's 
1 in Elections, was an Inſringe- 


| ment of their Privileges, and would in time 


da principally obliged to maintain. 
2 8 


=, that Freedom and Liberty which he 
3 


6 


Tis very remarkable, and muſt be 
Matter of great Amuſement to all thoſe 
who are unacquainted with the Maxims 
and Policy of our preſent Adminiſtration: 
That the 3 Perſons who treated the Due 


of Ormond's Recommendation with ſo little 


add ſo much Weight to the Inſtances 


which have been made by my L - A 
on the ſame Occaſion : That the ſame Me- 


thods ſhould be applicable to ſuch different 
- Purpoſes, ſo as at one time to endanger, 
and at another time to ſecure our Privi- 
leges. But the Riddle is ſolv'd as ſoon as 


I have told them, that the firſt Letter was 
ſent to the Heads of Houſes without their 
| Knowledge and Conſent, and the ſecond at 
their own Requeſt: And, that whenever 


they talk of the Privileges of the Univer- © 
ſay, they always mean their own Authority, 
and that abſolute Power which they exerciſe 


over us. He 

I hope I ſhall not be thought wanting 
in my Luty to our C - - r for mentioning 
this Incident. I profeſs to have the great- 
eſt Honour and Eſteem for his L - - 
and his noble Family. But J will at the 
ſame time acknowledge, that I never yet 
had Complaiſance or Affection enough for 


the greateſt Man or the beſt Friend, to 


make him a Compliment at the Expence 
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of my Birth-Right, and the Liberties of my 
Country. Belides, this Circumſtance is too 
material to be omitted, fince *tis in ſome 
Degree a Juſtification of our Complaints, 
as being contrary to a Reſolution of the 
Houſe of Commons. And I have obſerv'd 
that in the Courſe of the late Elections, 


2} wherever the Power of the Peerage has 


been introduced to overawe the Electors, 
it has been the firſt thing proteſted againſt 
by thoſe Candidates, who by ſuch means 
have ſuffer'd in their Intereſts and Preten- 
ſions. I will beg leave on this Occaſion to 
2 the Senſe of a Gentleman, who has en- 

cavour'd to make himſelt famous by aſſert- 
ing the Britiſp Liberties, becauſe there is 
ſomething particular in his manner of ex- 
preſſing himſelf, and becauſe our C--r has (as 
lam inform'd) great Deference for the Sen- 
timents of this Author. © Bur I am much 
more ſurprized (ſays he, in his Letter to 
the Mayor of Haſtings) © that a Lord of 
Parliament, and a great Officer of the 
* Crown ſhould dip ſo very much into 
* the Matter of your Election, contrary 104 
ſtanding Order of the Houſe of Commons : 
And which I take to be the higheſt Breach of 
the Privileges of the Commons of Great- 
Britain. And if I live to fit in ano- 
* ther Houſe of Commons, it ſhall be re- 
*© ſented in the manner it ought to be by 
> el * ee 


** 

* every Engliſh Freeman and Lover of the 
«© Liberties of his Country. For it the 
6 great Officers of the Crown, and Peers 
© of Parliament, may dictate to the Elec- 
ce tors, whom they are to chooſe, the Bri- 
© ti Conſtitution is entirely at an End, 
« and we are in a State of the moſt abject 
* Slavery. Vide Mr. Hutcheſon' Collection 
of Letters, Advertiſements, &c. 

The next Expedient which was pitch'd 
on, in order to weaken our Party, was 
the engaging Mr. B - - in DrC - -'s In- 
tereſt. One would have imagined it had 
been enough for this Gentleman," a Foreigner, 
to have been brought in for the- Univerſit 
with ſo much Honour, and ſo little Trou- 
ble to himſelf, without pretending to dic- 
rate to us, and to tell us whom we ſhould 
chuſe beſides. Bur it certainly merits our 
Reſentment, that all the while he was ſo— 
liciting Dr. C - -'s Cauſe as his own, he 
aſſured us by his Friends and Agents, that 
he would obſerve a Nentrality, and concern 
hbimfelf no farther than to ſecure his own E- 
tection. By this fair Language we ſuffer'd 
ourſelves to be ſo far impoſed on, that we 
neglected to make any Enquiry into his 
Conduct during the Canvaſs, and confe- 


quently never learnt that he had been all | 
along under-hand practiſing againſt us, till 


it was too late in the Day to make any Ad- 
fo vantage 


„ 7884 


1 
vantage of our Diſcovery. Whether Dr. 
C - -'s Merit with Mr. B - - conſiſted in 


his * oppoſing a famous Bill, the promoting 
of which Bill gave Mr. B - = all bis Cre- 


i- dit with us, or whatever Principles and 
d, >} Obligations determin'd Mr. B - - to med- 
ct dle ſo much in this Affair, I will not exa- 
2 mine: But his diſingenuous Manner of 
2 dealing with us, and ſo juſt an Imputation 
'd ol lnſincerity, have methinks render'd his 
as Character a little leſs uniform. 5 
n- It happen'd likewiſe, that ſeveral other 


d © conſiderable T - -s above, expreſs'd their 


r, Diſlike of an Oppoſition in the Univerſity: 
y And tho' I am very ſure, that ſome little 
12 time before, they did not think Dr. C 
. a Man of the greateſt Figure and Conſe- 
d quence, yet now they join d heartily in his 
Ir Service, and ſupported him with their ut- 
J- moſt Credit, and Power. How, or upon 
IC what Motives they alter'd their Sentiments, 
1t I cannot pretend co fay; unleſs they are 
1 proſelyted to Dr. G s Opinion, and 
EE really believe, That the wiſeſt thing the U- 
4 niverſity had ever done, or ever could do, 
e was to chuſe a Man, whoſe Acquaintance 
is = was univerſal, who had filled many great 
„ Poſts under oppoſite Miniſtries, and who 
I | — ů— — — — 

1 | Is B. Dr. Co—— was Member for Winchelſea when the 
25 Bill againſt Occalional Conformity was brought into the 


Houſe, 


could 


04) 
could not therefore but be acceptable to all 
Parties; and conſequently himſelf of none. 
This is the only Way, as this very honeſt 
Warden argues, to ſave the Univerſity, and 
defeat the Machinations of our Enemies. But 
what Hurt can our Enemies do us, if we 
deſerve no ill at their Hands; and if we 
do, whom have we to blame but ourſelves? 
Of this I {hall ſay ſomething more in ano- 
ther Place. 5 5 
Whilſt our Election was thus become 
the Concern of many great Men abroad, 
who openly c{pouſed the old Members; 
our good Governors at home were indefati- 
able: They ſcrupled nothing that might 
2 to ſtrengthen their own Cauſe, and 
diſtreſs ours: And what they could not ef- 
fe& by Perſuaſion, they reſolv'd to obtain 
by Violence and Slander. I am almoſt a- 
ſhamed to mention {ome Particulars of 
their Behaviour. All Sorts of perſonal Re- 
fictions were caſt on Dr. K and ſtill 
as he advanced in our Aﬀection, he became 
more and more the Object of their Hatred 
and Malice, Conſidering that this Gen- 
tleman has liv'd amongſt us for ſo many 
Years with great Reputation, I have been 
at a Loſs to aſſign a Reaſon for that barba- 
rous and unchriſtian Treatment which he 
receiv'd from his Brethren, It may indced 
be alledg'd, that he never look'd on any 
| VVV 
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Maſter of Arts as his Inferior, nor ever 
concurr'd in Meaſures of Oppreſſion: A 
Fault which I muſt own cannot be imputed 
to his Adverſaries. 8 

After they had been at no ſmall Pains to 
raiſe the other Candidates in the Eſteem of 
the Univerſity, by detaming Dr. K - - 
they began in good earneſt to make 
Havock among his Friends. In the 
firſt place they examin'd the Buttery Books, 
and ſiruck out the Names of ſeveral Maſters 
who had an unqueſtionable Right of vo- 
ting) but who were ſuſpected of being of 
his Party) without the Conſent of the 
reſt of the Society, and in Contempt of the 
Local Statutes which they had ſworn to ob- 
ſerve. This was in Fact to expel ſo many 
Perſons merely by their on Authority, in 
order to deprive them of their Votes: 
And to inflict a Puniſhment which is aſ- 
ſign'd only for the moſt heinous Of- 
fences. „ 

As for thoſe Gentlemen who had the 
Misfortune to be in a State of Dependency, 
who were Curates, Chaplains, or Scho- 
lars on the Foundation, they were treated 
by the Heads of Houſes with the ſame In- 
humanity, with which great Tyrants treat 
their Slaves, They were commanded to 
vote for the old Members, notwithſtanding 
any perſonal Friendſhip, which might diſ- 
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C8 
poſe them to favour Dr. K s Intereſt: 


And if they pleaded any prior Engagements 
or Promiſes, they were order'd to retract 


them on the ſevereſt Penalties. No Al- 


lowances were made, and no Excuſes 
were accepted: But to all their Injunctions 
they tack'd this dreadful Alternative, ei- 
ther comply or ſtarve. When Mr. 4 - 
theR - of L - -'s Curate made ſome 


Difficulty of obeying, and modeſtly urged, 


that he could not in Honour or Conſcience 

Vote againſt Dr. K + = becauſe he had pro- 
nmniſed to vote for him; he was called an im- 
pudent Fellow for pretending to diſpoſe 
of his own Vote. And when the Gen- 
tleman, willing to ſave Appearances, and 
to avoid the Reproaches of ſome of his 
Friends in the Society, made it his Re- 
queſt to the R - - that he might be per- 
mitted to remain on his Cure during the 
Election, it was politively refuſed him. 
Much after the ſame manner the P- of 
Q - uſed his own Brother, who being a 
particular Acquaintance of Dr. K - -'s, 
and having, as I am informed, ſome Obli- 


gations to his Family, was dcfirous of 


taking this Opportunity to make his Ac- 
knowledgments: But when he underſtood 
with what Hear and Violence his Brother 
had engaged on the oppoſite Side, he re- 
ſolved ro vote on neither : — 

To ” that 
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that he ſhould not diſpleaſe by ſuch a Be- 
haviour, and that his Abſence would be 


_ readily diſpens'd with, fince the Election 
| happen'd in Paſſion-Week, and he ar that 
time ſupply'd the Cures of two Churches at 


a good Diſtance from Oxford. But this 


would not do: The zealous P - com- 


manded him up by an expreſs Meſſenger, 
and bid him reſolve to vote againſt his 
Friend, or quit all Pretenſiont to the Fellowo- 


ſhip which he was ſhortly to claim, and 


which nothing but ſuch an high Act of 
Diſobedience could make him forteit. The 
ſame Methods were practis'd in ſeveral 
other Colleges, vig. . Jeſus, 
St. John's, c. with the ſame Temper and 


is without Queſtion the worſt Uſe 


that can be made of Power, to compel a 


Man of Merit to be guilty of an Action, 


which is an Offence to his Reaſon and his 


Conſcience, But what Opinion ought we 
to conceive of one Clergyman, who will 
take an Advantage from the Neceſſities of 
another to impoſe on him ſuch Hardſhips, 
as muſt unavoidably bring a Scandal upon 


his Profeſſion 2 


Another laudable Method of taking off 
Dr. K--'s Votes, was, by threatning ſome 
unfortunate Men with the Reſentment of 
their Creditors. 'This was a very perſua- 
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five Argument, and generally wrought a 
Converſion in the Perſon to whom it was 


apply'd : For 'tis certain, that the Terrors of 
a Priſon will ſhake a Man's Conſtancy, which 


2 had been Proof againſt the greateſt 
um of Money that could have been offer'd. 
Thus as they extorted the Votes of all 

who were under Subjection, ſo they endea- 

vour'd to bully into a Compliance others 
of the EleQors, whom they ought to have 


treated with a particular Tenderneſs and 
Reſpect. Of this Number were ſome, from 
whom they had received ſuch Benefits 


which they found themſelves incapable of 
returning, and therefore judg'd this the 
beſt way of taking off their Obligations. 
The R= whom I juſt now mention'd, 
was about to convene, or fix a publick 
Mark of Diſgrace on one of his Fellows, 
a Gentleman of a good Family and of 
great Honour and Virtue, for endeavour- 
ing to promote Dr. K - -'s Intereſt in 
I. - = College. As if this had been the 
moſt agrecable Manner of expreſſing his 


Gratitude to a Perſon, to whoſe Vote he 
was indebted for his Headſhip, and for 
that very Power by which he now pre- 


tended to puniſn. 
Where our Governors perceiv'd that 
their Menaces would be ineffectual, and 
that the Perſons whom they dealt with 
5 were 
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were above the Impreſſions of their Ma- 
lice, or out of the Reach of their Power, 
they had Recourſe to other Arts of Perſua- 
ſion. Thus the Þ - - of Q = - (after he 
had commanded the Scholars on the Foun- 
dation, who were ſhortly to be Candidates 
for his Favour, to deſert Dr. K =) repre- 
ſented to the Fellows, that if they gave a- 
ny Encouragement 10 this Oppoſition, it would 
in a particular manner affect the Intereſt of 
their College; and aſſured them in ſo many 


Words, That they would loſe five thouſand 


Pounds, and that Mr. M - -1 of Richmond 
would immediately cancel the Witl by which 


3 | he had bequeathed 'em a great Legacy, if 


they did not unanimouſly vote 2 Dr. C-- 
Doubtleſs this worthy P- -| will make a 
proper Application of this Charity, ſhould 
the Diſpoſal of it be left to his Diſcretion, 
ſince he has already made fo good Uſe of 
it when only intended. 5 1 
But that Part of their Management which 
merits the greateſt Applauſe, was their 
Manner of addreſſing the W - -gs: They 
were ſenſible we had good Reaſon to expect 
the Aſſiſtance of theſe Gentlemen, ſince in 
this Affair we ated upon a common Prin- 
ciple : A Concern for our Liberty, and the 
Hopes of freeing ourſelves from the Slavery 
we lay under, being the prevalent Motive 
which engaged us in it. It was therefore 
Da  rclolvd 
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reſolv'd to turn their Attention from us at 


once, by ſuggeſting to them that Dr. K - 
was diſaffected to the preſent Government; 


and the Perſons who undertook to give a 


proper Weight to this Argument, were 
doo Doctors of Divinity who were known 
to be of his Acquaintance, Suppoſing this 
had been the Caſe ; what an honourable Part 
did thefe Men act, to betray private Con- 
verſation in. which they could not but have 
had an 915 Share, in Violation of the Laws 
of Friendſhip and Hoſpitality ; and become 
Taformers only to gratify their Pride, and 
keep up the Reputation of their Power! In 
Juſtice to thoſe Gentlemen, for whoſe 
Conviction this was intended, I muſt own, 
that they always expreſs'd an Abhorrence 
of ſuch a way of Application; tho' ſome 
Means were afterwards found out: (the 
Secret of which I ncver yet could learn) to 
diſpoſe a great Majority of them to vote for 
the old Members. £ + pts 15 

Now, as the W - -<s were not to vote 
for Dr. K - becauſe he was too great a 
T - -y: So the T' --s. were not to vote 


for him, for the ſame; Reaſon, A certain 


P - -t and Profeſſor of Divinity, Iabour'd 
this Point with great Earneſtneſs, and 
where he tound any Gentleman of his So- 
ciety inclining to ſerve Dr. K upon 
Principle, he conjured them to get ver 
| 1 a 
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all Conſiderations of that Kind; ſince the 


Doc lor to his Knowledge was ſo diſagreeable 


to the M ſt -y, that he ſbudder d to think 
bat would be the Conſequence of ſuch an 
imprudent Choice. Tho', by the way, he 


would have fbudder d as much it Dr. K - - 


bad been a W - -g, and would upon that 
Account too have been foremoſt in the 


Cry - againſt him; For this honeſt Man 
founds his own Merit and Character upon 
the ſame Principles which he condemn'd in 
another, and which he propheſy'd would 
expoſe the Univerſity to ſo much Danger. 

I muſt obſerve here, that as often as 
this great Divine and his Brethren ſolicited 
any of Dr. K = s Friends to fallify their 
Word (tor, as I'{aid before, they never 
flacken'd their Importunity, becauſe the 
Perſon they attack' d, pleaded a Pre-Eu- 
gagement) they aſſur'd them upon the Faith 
of good Caſuiſts, that the thing was lawful 
as well as expedient, nay, that 'twas merito- 
rious to break a Promiſe when the Peace and 
Happineſs of the Univerſity muſt be difturb'd 
by keeping of it. Thus, they framed a new 
Syſtem of Divinity for the Purpoſes of this 
Election, and taught us that ihe ſame Prin- 
ciples were the Recommendation of one Man, 
and the Crime of another : That, we ought 


to lay aſide all couſcientious Regards which 
brought any Inconveniences alang with them, 
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or that could not be made ſubſervient to our 
own Intereſt. A Latitude of thinking, 
which till now I believ'd was the Preroga- 
tive of great Governors only, and could 
not ſafely be indulg'd to their Inferiors. 

It would be endleſs to enumerate the ſe- 
veral unjuſtifiable Acts and Artificcs of theſe 
Heads of Houſes, by which they endea- 
vour'd to enlarge the Intereſt of the old 
Members; which I thought could never 
have been equalled, till 1 ſaw the Ran- 
cour which the ſame Men diſcover'd "7 
upon any Diſappointment. For, as they 
had always leiſure to form Deſigns of 
Revenge; 'tis hard to ſay, whether they 
received greater Satisfaction in prevail. 
ing on ſo many of Dr. K - -'s Friends to 
renounce their Engagements, or in doing 
fome ſignal Miſchief to thoſe, from whom 
after all their Attacks they met with a Re- 

ulſe. I will only mention one Fact which 
is well known to all the Gentlemen of 
Oxfordſhire, as well as to thoſe of the U- N 
niverſity. Mr. B - Student of Ch. Ch. ©} © 
a young Gentleman of great Honour, who Þ {1 
had contracted a particular Friendſhip with 7} C 
Dr. K - and was not inſenſible that the 7 o 
Dr. had ſerv'd his Father in the Middleſex p 
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Elections, very kindly offer'd him his 
Vote. When our Governors were made ac fe 
quainted with it, and found it was impoſe bt 
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lible to make him recede from his Promiſe, 
they reſol v d to ruin his Fortune. For this 
End the V C= and P - of St. 
F - = made a Viſit to his Uncle the E 
of A - - upon whoſe Favour they knew he 

chiefly depended; and by many unjuſt 
and malicious Suggeſtions, ſo far wrought 
on that L - -d, that tho? he has as much 
good Nature as any Man alive, it was ſome 
time before he was reconciled to Mr. B - -e. 


 AProceeding ſuitable to the pacifick Diſpo- 


ſitions of ſuch Doctors of Divinity; and it 
cannot but add to their Reputation, that 
they have bcen the Authors of the firſt 
Difference in a noble Family, which is an 
Example to moſt others for the Harmony 
that hath been ſo long preſerved among all 
the Branches of it. 
The ordinary Method of Revenge which 
they purſued, was to prejudice the Minds 
of all other Perſons againſt us, by repre- 
lenting our Deſign in the moſt odious 
Colours, and by loading us, as well as 
our Candidate with the moſt injurious Re- 
proaches. They even arrived to that De- 
gree of Scurrility, that factious, turbulent, 


| ſeditious, &c. were not thought Words 


bad enough for us: Burt (as it the Crime 
of our Oppoſition was capital, and ought _ 
to rank us with Murderers and Robbert) 
they taught their Emiſſaries to call us 3 
itt 
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or that could not be made ſubſervient to our 
own Intereſt, A Latitude of thinking, 
which till now I believ'd was the Preroga- 


tive of great Governors only, and could 


not ſafely be indulg'd to their Inſeriorr. 
It would be endleſs to enumerate the ſes 
veral unjuſtifiable Acts and Artificcs of theſe 


Heads of Houſes, by which they endea- 


vour'd to enlarge the Intercſt of the old 
Members; which I thought could never 
have been equalled, till 1 ſaw the Ran- 
cour which the ſame Men diſcover'd 
upon any Diſappointment. For, as they 


had always leiſure to form Deſigns of 
Revenge; tis hard to ſay, whether they 


received greater Satisfaction in prevail- 
ing on ſo many of Dr. K s Friends to 
renounce their Engagements, or in doing 
fome ſignal Miſchief to thoſe, from whom 
after all their Attacks they met with a Re- 
pulſe. I will only mention one Fact which 


is well known to all the Gentlemen of 
Oxfordſhire, as well as to thoſe of the U- 
niverſity. Mr. B - Student of Ch. Ch. 


2 young Gentleman of great Honour, who 
had contraQed a particular Friendſhip with 
Dr. K - and was not inſenſible that the 


Dr. had ſerv'd his Father in the Middleſex 


Elections, very kindly offer'd him his 
Vote. When our Governors were made ac- 


quainted with it, and found it was impoſ- 
” ſible 
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ſible to make him recede from his Promiſe, 


they reſolv'd to ruin his Fortune. For this 
End the V C= and P of St. 


F - - made a Viſit to his Uncle the E 


of A - - upon whoſe Favour they knew he 
chiefly depended; and by many unjuſt 
and malicious Suggeſtions, ſo far wrought 
on that L - -d, that tho? he has as much 
good Nature as any Man alive, it was ſome 
time before he was reconciled to Mr. B -=. 
A Proceeding ſuitable to the pacifick Diſpo- 
ſitions of ſuch Doctors of Divinity; and it 
cannot but add to their Reputation, that 
they have been the Authors of the firſt 


Difference in a noble Family, which is an 


Example to moſt others for the Harmony 


that hath been fo long preſerved among all 


the Branches of it. | 

The ordinary Method of Revenge which 
they purſued, was to prejudice the Minds 
of all other Perſons againſt us, by repre- 

ſenting our Deſign in the moſt odious 


Colours, and by loading uc, as well as 


our Candidate with the moſt injurious Re- 


proaches. They even arrived to that De- 


55 fal of Scurrility, that factious, turbulent, 


ſelditious, &c. were not thought Words 


bad enough for us: But (as if the Crime 
of our Oppoſition was capital, and ought 
to rank us with Murderers and Robbert) 
they taught their Emiſſaries to call us _ 

7 _ aittt 
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ditti and Names too vile to write over. And 
yet theſe were not only the Characteriſticks 


by which they diſtinguiſh'd us in their 


common Converſation, but were the pe- 
culiar Flouriſhes and Ornaments. of their 


Pen, for fear, I ſuppoſe, that theſe eminent i 
Inſtances of their Zeal might be too ſoon 


forgotten after the Election, unleſs they 
took Care to record them. I have ſeen 


ſome of their Letters, which rais'd in their 


own Friends and Correſpondents an Indig- 


nation and Contempt of the Authors, and | 


which one would ſcarce bclieve to be the 
Productions of thoſe who preſide over the 
Education of our Youth, and propoſe them- 
ſelves to the reſt of the Nation as the only 
Patterns of Virtue and good Manners, I 
am unwilling to ſtain my Paper with the 
Tranſcripts of theſe famous Pieces: Be- 


ſides, 1 do not think myſelf at Liberty to 
publiſh them here, leſt I ſhould expoſe the 


Perſons to whom they were addreſs'd, to 
the Reſentment of Men who are incapable 


of forgiving the (lighteſt Offences, How- 


ever, that the Reader may have ſome Idea 
of their Style and Manner of writing, I 
have pickt out one ſent by the P- of 
Q - -'s toa Member of his own College, 
which is a very modeſt Performance in 
Compariſon of the reſt, 
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Gir, 


« JF you are on the Side of the College 
c for the worthy old Members againſt ſome 
« UPS!TARTS, who would bring us into 


_ « Confuſion, you will have the Pleaſure 


© and Satisfaction of doing what lies in 
<« your Power, to retrive the ſinking In- 
« tereſt of the Univerſity, which is not a lit- 
< tle ſtruck at in this Canvaſs. The Ap- 
<« plication of thoſe, who would make us 
« unhappy, is, I am told, almoſt incredi- 
„ ble: And it would be an unpardonable 
Neglect in me not to oppoſe them to the 
« utmoſt of my Power. | 


2. I will now proceed to take ſome No- 
tice of what paſs'd on the Day of Election. 


The firſt thing we demanded, was, that 


the Poll ſhould be taken in Domo Convoca- 
tionis, ſed non ſedente Convocatione; be- 
cauſe *tis plain, this Eleckion could not be 
free, ſitting the Convocation, where the 
Vice Chancellor preſides, and in Virtue of 
that Office could exerciſe a Power which 
he has not the leaſt Pretence to as the 
returning Officer. For in a Convocation 
we are under many Reſtrictions, and obliged 
to the Obſervation of certain Rules and Forms 
of ſpeaking, againſt which if we offend (as 
we cannot avoid to do in polling for 


Members of Parliament) the Vice-Chan- 


E cellor 
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cellor and Proctors may exclude us the 
Convocation for that Day, and conſequent- 
ly deprive us of our Votes“. Beſides the 
very Statute which preſcribes the Manner 
of our Elections in which the Vice-Chan- 
cellor is to preſide, has particularly excepted 
the Election of our Burgeſſes Þ. For tho 
the Compilers of our Statutes have veſted 
the Magiſtracy with an extraordinary Power, 
they plainly intend that all our Elections 
ſhould be free **: And have therefore di- 
rected we ſhould vote by Scrutiny, by 
which means the Vice-Chancellor can have 
no Opportunity to awethe Electors, or exert 
his Authority to the Prejudice of any of 


"IF 1 PA 8 —— bao, 


* Quodque omnes dum alii loquuntur, filentium praſtent, nec 
quiſquam de loco ad locum migret ; aut loquendi vices ſeniori 
Joquuturo praripiat ; aut ſepius de eadem materia interſtrepat; 
ſed ſimul atque ſententiam ſuam protulerit, aliorum judicio 
ponderandam relinquat. Quodque a dicacitate, præſertim op- 
probriis, omnique indecenti verbo aut facto penitus abſtineant ; 
ſub pena, quod, ſiquis in præmiſſis deliquerit, & domo convo- 
cationis, judicio Vice - Cancellari & Procuratorum, pro illo die, 
vel (ft majo/i parti domus videbitur) pro long iore tempore ex- 
cludatur. Tit. xi. Art. 3. N 

+ Quodque prater Elettionem Burgenſium Parliamemi — 
omnis tleftio ad Officia & publicas Lecturas, & Nominatio ad 
Beneſicia fiat per Scrutinium in jcriptis, in quo (Vicecancellario 
prafideme ) Procuratores Serutaiores erunt. Tit. x, Sect, 2. 
Art. 6- | 

** Nihll autem pro decreto aut conceſſo habeatur, quod Can- 
cellarius, five ejus Vicecancellarius ; vel ambo Procuratores, ſive 
eorum Deputati ; wel major pars regentium & non regentium 
negaverint. Præter quam in Electionibus quas libergs eſſe vo- 
lumus. Tit. x. Set, 1. 
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the Candidates*. But theſe Inconvenien- 
cies which have been provided againſt in 


other Elections, may caſily happen in the 


Election of our Burgeſſes (ſince they are 
to be choſen vivd Voce) if the Vice-Chan- 
ccllor may appoint it ina Convocation : For 


there he has nothing to do but make 2 


Buſtle, and find a few Faults in order to 


_ diſqualify ſuch a Number of Votes as may 


give a Majority to which Side he pleaſes. 


And this is the only good Reaſon, that 


could induce the V = - C - - to venture 
on ſuch a Step at his firſt ſetting out, ſo 
directly contrary to the plain Senſe ot our 
Statntes, and in Defiance of a greater Aut ho- 
rity, by which the Freedom of this Elec- 
tion is farther and better ſecured. Indeed 
when we expoſtulated with him, he ſeem'd 
to be in ſome Meaſure convinced of the 
Irrcgularity of this Procecding, and told 
us, that alt ho' he would not part with bis 
Power, he would not make uſe of it. Where- 
fore he bid us look on this as a limited 
Convocation; a Term, not to be found in 
our Statute Book, and which was only 
coin'd for the Service of this Day. So we 
were forc'd to ſubmit to this arhitrary De- 
cree, after we had made a Proteſtation in 
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form againſt it. Tis our Happineſs how? 
ever, that there are certain things call'd 
Acts of Parliament, Orders and Reſolutions 
of the Houſe of Commons, which this great 
Man with all his Cunning perhaps may 
1 not be able to anſwer with the ſame Faci- 
| lity, with which he explains away the Uni- 
verſity Statutes, _ OE 
In the next place, we required that ou. 
Charter ſhould be read before we proceed- | 
ed to the Poll; but this was likewiſe re— 
fuſed. This Demand was highly reaſona- 
ble, conſidering that ſcarce one of the E- 
lectors (the Heads of Houſes excepted) had 
___ everſcen our Charter, or knew under what 
5 | Powers he was to vote. I am perſuaded |: 
that if the Charter had been read, ſeveral | 
Gentlemen who came determin'd to poll 
for the old Members, would have altcr'd 
their Opinion. I have ſaid before, that 
Mr. B - id Foreigner; I mean, that he | 
is not a Member of any College or Hall with- 
in our Univerſity, and for want of this Ha- 
a liſication, however great his Merit cr his 
| Services may have been, he is not in Vir- 
þ| tue of our Charter capable of being elect- 
| ed one of our Burgeſſes. For we are plain- 
ly directed to chuſe out of gur own Body, 
and our Suffrages arc reſtrain'd to a Per- 
fon who is, for the time being, a Member of 
the Corporation. The Reaſon of this Limi- 
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tation is aſhgn'd in the Preamble : That our 


Burgeſſes may from time to time be able to in- 
form the Parliament of the true State and 
Condition of the Univerſity in general, and 
of every particular Hall and College, in order 


to prevent the paſſing of any Act, which may 


interfere with our Privileges *. It was ccr- 
tainly the Intention of thoſe great Pa- 
trons of our Univerſity, who obtain'd this 


Grant for us, that for our own Sakes we 


| thould confine ourſelves to the Injunctions 
contain'd in it, and concur in the Choice 


of Repreſentatives, who would be at all 
times willing and able to execute their 
Truſt ; who could readily anſwer all Ob- 
jections, and ſet in a clear Light all Diſ- 
putes which might ariſe about the Rights 
and Immunities which we claim. And ſince 


* 
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* Quodque Cancellarius, Magiſtri & Scholares Vnive/ſitatis 
Oxon. & Succeſſores ſui, Virtute Pracepti, Mandati ſeu Proceſſus 


ſuper. Breve noſtrum, haredum & Succeſſorum noſtrorum, de E- 


letione Parliamenti in ea parte debite directi, habeant & babe- 
bunt Poteſtatem, Authoritatem © Facultatem, eligendi & no- 
minandi duos de diſcretioribus © magis ſufficiemibus Viris de 
prædicta Univerſitate pro tempore exittentibus, fore Bur- 
genſes Parliamenti noſtri. — 1dcirco operæ pretium Q neceſſa- 


rium videtur; quod dicta Univerſitas—— habeat Burg enſes Par- 


liamenti de ſciptis, qui de tempore in tempus ſupreme illi Curie 
Parliamenti notum facient verum ſtatum ejuſdem Univerſitatis, 
£5 cujuſlibet Collegii Aula & Hoſpitii ibidem, ita ut nullum 
Statutum aut Atum generale illis aut eorum alicui privatim ſine 

juſta & debita notitia & informatione in ea parte habita præju- 
Aicet aut noceat. Charta primo Jac. I, | 
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there has been a Neceſſity for multiplying 


Acts of Parliament, 'tis incumbent on us to 


demand an Aſſurance from them, that 10 
Awocationt, or any other Concerns publick 
or private ſhould prevent their conſtant At- 
rendance in the Houſe of Commons; for in 


moſt Laws which are now enacted, we may 


inſiſt on ſome Reſervations in favour of our 
Univerſity *. 

When we firſt alledg'd this Want of a 
proper Qualification in Mr. B - we were 
look'd on as Triflers, and the cuſtomary 
Manner of electing in all other Boroughs, 
together with the conſtant Uſage and Con- 
ſtruction of Parliament, was urged to inva- 
lidate the Objection. I am ſenſible, that 
this Point has been frequently over- ruled 


in the Houſe of Commons, and as far as I 


know, a Majority of the preſent Members 
have not been elected contormably to the 


Charters of the ſcveral Corporations, for 


which they are return'd. But there is this 
wide Difference between the Caſe of the 
two Univerſities and that of other Boroughs, 
that many of the latter have it not in their 
Power to chuſe Repreſentatives out of their 
own Body according to the Letter of their 
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Charters, who are not diſqualify'd by ſome 
ſubſequent Act of Parliament. And I be- 
lieve it will be readily allow'd me, that 


the Qualification Act, which incapacitates all 


Perſons to fit in the Houſe who have not 
an Eſtate of three hundred Pounds a Year, 


would leave no Choice at all to a great ma- 


ny Boroughs, if they were obliged 70 elect Per- 


| ſons free and reſident in the (aid Boroughs, 


as the Charters generally run. Whereas 
we are particularly excepted out of this 
Act, and our Repreſentatives are to be cho- 


ſen as heretofore, that is, ſuch only as are 


within the Deſcription of our Charter. To ob- 


tain this Exemption, we could not poſſibly 
give any other Reaſons than what the Pre- 
amble of our Charter ſuggeſts; and 'tis 


not to be queſtion'd but the Parliament 
which paſs'd this Act, would have required 
the ſame Qualifications in our Members, as 


in thoſe for all other Boroughs, it we had 
inſiſted on the Liberty of extending our 
Choice beyond our own Body, 


Another Grievance which we have juſt 
Reaſon to complain of, is, that theReturn- 


ing Officer for ſome time refuſed us a Seru- 


tiny: And when at laſt he condeſcended to 
grant one, he prudently contriv'd. that we 


| thould reap no Advantages by it; for he 


warn'd it to be in a Convocation ; where, 


_ the Perſons to whom we objefted, muſt have 


been 


| „ 
been Judges in their own Cauſe, and 
would have voted in the very Queſtion, 
which was to determine the Validity of 
their own Votes. | . 
I have gone far enough in the Account of 
this Election to obſerve, and ] believe it 
appears in the ſame Light to all unpreju- 
diced Readers, that it was carry'd on and 
completed with. the greateſt Violence, 
without any Regard had to our Univerſity 
Statutes and Charters, or to the ſtandingOrders 
and Reſolutions of the Houſe of Commons : 
That the Methods which were purſued to 
obtain Votes, were not only illegal and ar- 
bitrary, but inhuman and unchriſtian. For, 
as the forcing a poor Man into a Compli- 
_ ance with Meaſures which he abhors, by 
threatning to deprive him of this Subſiſtence, 
is certainly the higheſt kind of Bribery: So, 
the promoting theſe Meaſures by Treache- 
ry and Defamation, muſt be allow'd to be 
an impious and diſhonourable Practice. The 
old Members may perhaps think themſelves 
infinitcly obliged to theſe Gentlemen who 
were ſo thoroughly furniſh'd to all the 
Purpoſes of the Agency with which they 
had honour d them, and went ſuch Lengths 
in their Service: But for my part, I had 
rather that the beſt Cauſe I may ever en- 
age in ſhould miſcarry, than that ſuch 
| Mcans ſhould be apply'd to make it ſuc- 
"= 7 ceed. 
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ceed. I have often ſmiled to hear our Go2 
vernors expreſs a great Concern leſt this Op- 
poſition ſhould put the Univerſity on à le- 
vel with Country Boroughs, at the ſame time 
that they were taking effectual Care to pre- 
vent any Reflexions of that Kind: For not- 
withſtanding the Degeneracy of my Coun- 
trymen, the Meannels and Poverty of the 
Electors in many Country Boroughs, I will 
venture to affirm that ſuch Methods of Cor- 
ruption have been practiſed amongſt us, as 
have never yet been introduced amongſt a- 


ny of them: And if ever they ſhould be, 


we may expect nothing leſs than a total 
Subverſion of the Britiſh Liberties, As tis 
with the urmoſt Concern that I have brought 
this heavy Charge againſt ſo many Doctors 
of Divinity, and have been forced ro im- 
pute to them a Behaviour ſo little ſuitable 
to their Profeſſion: So I reflect with the 
_ greateſt Satisfaction, that our Cauſe was all 
along promoted by perſonal Friendſhips, 
and by ſuch Influences only as the Juſtice 
and Neceſſity of the undertaking ſuggeſted ; 
and that through the whole Aﬀair we acted 
in an open and ingenuous manner, with a 
view to the publick Good, and with the Tem- 
per of Gentlemen and Chriſttans. , I even de- 
ty our Adverſaries to recriminate, or prove 
us guilty of the leaſt of thoſe Faulrs which 
1 have charged upon - pang nay, it they 
„ can 


ES 


can produce a ſingle Perſon, who by Coer= 


cion or any indirect Application was prevail'd 
upon to vote for Dr. K - I will be con- 
tent to give up all I have ſaid for Calumny 
and Fiction. And I eſteem it a Reputa- 
tion to our Univerſity, that there was ſuch 
a Number of us found, who were ſuperior 


to all Fears and Temptations; as well as 
a great Honour to Dr. K - to have had 


ſuch an Appearance for him, notwithſtand- 
ing the Obſtructions which were thrown in 
his Way, and the powerful Intereſt which 
united againſt him. 1 
Before I cloſe this Account, I muſt take 
Notice, that when after the Election was 
over we complain'd loudly of the Injuries 
we had been forced to ſubmit ro, and 


urged Dr. K - - to appeal to a proper Ju- 


dicatory for Redreſs: Our Governors pre- 


tended to inſure to Mr. B- and Dr. C 
their Seats in Parliament, and to ſupport 


them there by the ſame Power by which 


they had been return d. Wherefore, they 


order'd their Emiſfaries to intimate to Dr. 


K and his Friends, that they would 


expel him the Univerſity in Caſe he pre- 
ſumed to petition. This was a Flight as is 
ſcarce to be conceiv'd the moſt furious 
Men amongſt them would have ventur'd 
on ; and which, to make no other Reflexi- 
ons on It; is a facit Acknowledgment of their 

| | own 
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oon Guilt, if not an Impeachment of the Ju2 


ſtice and Authority of the Houſe of Com- 
mont. 

3. I come now in the laſt place to examine 
the printed Copy of the Poll. After this 
mighty Victory, one would have thought it 
imprudent to ſtir the Coals of Diſſenſion 
again; we rather expected that thoſe Gen- 
tlemen who had labour'd ſo much for the 
Peace of the Univerſity would have ſuffer'd 
our Animoſities to ſubſide, and even have 
diſcouraged all talk about an Affair, in 
which their own Conduct has been ſo e- 
travagant. But now the Peace and Quiet 


of the Univerſity was not to be minded, 


And a Council of the Heads of Houſes was 
convened, in which it was unanimouſly re- 
ſolved to inſult us by printing the Poll, 
with ſome ingenious Animadverſions. Up- 
on this Occaſion, when they were to wy 
on themſelves the Character of Authors, 
they calPd in our L= to their Aſſi- 


ſtance; a Perſon of that ſingular Learning 


and Probity, that his Equal is not to be 
found but among thoſe great Men who 
employ'd him. Twas this Gentleman's 
Province to correct the Preſs: And that 
the Importance of the Undertaking might 
be diſtinguiſh'd, and our L= meet 
with no Interruption at a time when his 
exacteſt Care and Attention was required, 
the Printing-Houſe was by a ſpecial Order 
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of the V =. C - - ſhut up, and a Stop 
was put to all other Works till this was fi- 


niſh'd, In good Earneſt, conſidering the 


Precautions which were uſed, the Sufficiene 


cy of the Perſons concern'd, and that what 
was to be publiſh'd, was, after all, no- 


thing but a Copy of a Poll, we might rea- 


ſonably have expected an accurate Perfor- 
mance; but inſtead of that (with all due 
Deference to our great Authors be it ſpo- 
ken) it appears to me full of Blunders 
from the Beginning to the End, and ſuch 
as are obvious to the meaneſt Capacity. I 


cannot perſuade myſelf but that the very 


Title-Page is Nonſenſe : For a true Copy 
of a Poll digeſted into alphabetical Order, is 
a true Copy of an Original, in which every 


Page and every Line of the ſaid Original is 


alter'd. Beſides, tis not digeſted into al- 
phabetical Order, as every one will perccive, 
in direct Contradiction and Affront to the 


Title. page. As a Specimen of their Ortho- 


graphy, they have printed Poll two Ways 
(Poll and Pole) the only Word they could 


well be miſtaken in. In the Explications 


an Aſterisk and Parallel Lines are call'd 4b- 


_ breviatures: So a Circle or a Triangle, the 


Figure of an Horſe or an Elephant may be 
call'd an Abbvreviature, I take an Abbrewvi- 
ature to be, when the initial Letter, or two 
or three Letters or Syllables of a Word 


ſtand : 
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ſtand for the whole: For Example, I may 
ſay if 1 pleaſe, that R - - Ship - S. I. P. 


Vice Can. is the moſt upright Magiſtrate in 


England, and that F. Bowl-s A. M. Proto- 
bib. is the moſt learned Librarian in Europe. 
Q. indeed may be an Abbreviarure ; but 
here I conceive it would puzzle theſe great 


_ Clerks to produce any Authority beſides 
their own why the capital and common Let- 


ter ſhould be apply'd to ſuch contrary Mean- 
ings as to ſignify a good and a bad Vote. 
In three or tour Places a Perſon is ſaid to 
be Oueried in one Poll only: They mean, 
I ſuppoſe, in one of the Books wherein the 
the Poll was taken, unleſs they took one 


Poll for themſelves, and another for us, 


which is not altogether improbable, Seve- 
ral Gentlemen who vored for Mr. B - - and 
Dr. C - - are call'd Foundation Men, tho' 
they have long ſince quitted the Univerſi- 
ty, and are now bleſs'd with Wives and 
Children; ſuch as Dr. Frampion who was 
formerly ot MapdalenCollege,Dr.atts who 
was of Lincoln, &c. and others who voted for 
Dr. K - are diſtinguiſh'd by the Italian 


Character to be of no Foundation, tho they 


are at this time Fellows or Scholars of Colle- 


get, and have been generally reſident, ſuch 


as Mr. Puliſlon of Jeſus, &c. But this 
might perhaps be a wiltul Miſtake, and in- 
tended to give an Handle for an. Obſerva- 

tion 
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tion which I have heard made and much 


triumph'd in ſince the Publication of the 
Poll: That, in Proportion, there are more 


Foundation Men who voted for Dr. C - - 


than for Dr. K - - compar'd with thoſe who 


voted on either fide, not of a Foundation; 
which, ſay 2 is 4 plain Indication of the 


Senſe of the Univerſity, and of our Atiach- 
ment to the old Members, Now, for this 
Reaſon, I ſhould be apt to conclude quite 


the contrary : For thoſe who are not of any 


Foundation are certainly moſt independent, 
and conſequently vote with moſt Freedom. 
Whereas, among the others, are the Ju- 
tors who hunt after Pupils, the Scholars who 
expect Fellowſhips, the Clerks and Chaplains 
who in ſome Colleges hold their Places 


only durante beneplacito; and, in ſhort, 
People who are under all thoſe Influences 
which the Station of the Heads of Houſes 


can diſpenſe, and which they never fail to 


make proper uſe of. 


But, to inſiſt no farther on theſe mi- 
nute Eſcapes, which perhaps are privileged 
in great Crenins's; J hope I may be allow'd 


to attack their Preſumption, ſince they are 


the firſt Poll-Publiſhers who have arrogated a 
Power of determining the Rights of the Elec- 
tors, and have magiſterially pronounced ſuch 


and ſuch Votes to be good or bad without any 


Authority from the Charter, from the 3 
dent 


722 fs a Re neg 


tw FF — 


r / ib Ar e 8 n j 
x N 3 . * NY: e 74 N * I as. > TL, „ n 7 * - 
Tai ><a es a” Ws K 59 rene 5 F 3 g {25 EPS Zang b 2 
77G TITRE WIR SRL SM 3 | 
SEG fe 9 IS. 2 . 
. 


(39) 


dents of former Electiont, or from any Re- 


ſolutions of Parliament. There are with- | 
all notorious Inſtances of Partiality in the 


Caſe before us: Firſt, the differencing Gen- 
tlemen who are in the ſame Circumſtances, 


and the ſame Capacities of voting. Re- 
gent Maſters, whether they have Names in 


the Buttery-Books or not, have been allow'd 


a Right of voting in all Election. And this 
Matter was ſettled with the Conſent of tlie 
preſent VC -r in the late Election 
of the Hiſtory Profeſſor. Mr. Burt of Ch. 
Ch. C. is therefore allow'd by our Publiſhers 
to be 4 good Vote, tho? he had no Name in 
the Buttery Book; and the Reaſon is aſ- 
ſign'd in the printed Poll, becauſe he is Re- 
gent Maſter. But this was to be no Rea- 
on for thoſe Regent Maſters who voted for 
Dr. K and therefore Mr. Cox and Mr. 
Goddard of Pembroke, Mr. Bryers of Mag- 
dalen Hall, and Mr. Drinkwater of St. Ma- 
7y Hall are diſallow'd, tho* they have ex- 


ally the ſame Qualifications, and the ſame 


Right which was allow'd to Mr. Burt. But, 
Secondly, tis no Wonder that a Right of 
voting ſhould be deny'd to thoſe Gentle- 
men, when our Publiſhers have pretend- 


ed to diſqualify ſo many other Regent Ma- 
ſters who have always had Names in the 
Buttery Books, and have been generally re- 


ſident 


: (4). 
ſident in the Univerſity ; as Mr. Hemmings 
of Wadham College, Gc. ew 
They have given particular Marks of 


their Favour to the Gentlemen of Baliol. 


This Society, of which Dr. K was for- 
merly a Member, was nearly unanimous 
for him: And as it has been in a flouriſh- 
ing Condition for many Years paſt, was 
enabled to offer him a great many Votes, 
who were not on the Foundation. The 
managing Heads concluded, that ſuch a 
Number out of one Houſe would do Dr. 
K - - too much Honour; and therefore 
prudently reſolved, ſince they found it im- 
practicable to weaken his Intereſt in that 
Society, o involve the Honſe in a ge- 
neral Slander. For this End, their Inſpec- 
tors were order'd to object to all the Ba- 
liol Votes except the Fellows : And they be- 
gan with a Gentleman whoſe Grace for the 
Degree of Doctor of Phyſick had been grant- 
ed not above three or four Days before, 
and which of itſelf entitled him indiſpu- 
tably to a Right of voting. They dealt in 
the ſame manner with all the reſt, ſome 
of whom are Lecturers in the College, o- 
thers have always continued their Names 
in the Buttery Books, and their Caution 
Money in the Burſar's Hands, and have 
perform'd all ſtatutable Exerciſes, and ma- 
7% ny 
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ny of them are Regent Maſters who ; 


have been conſtantly reſident from the Day 


of their Matriculation ; as Mr. Barnes, Mr. 
Waldroad,, &c. The Malice and Injuſtice 
of this Proceeding was ſo viſible, that ma- 
ny of the moſt zealous Advocates for the 
old Members, were forced to own them- 
ſclves aſhamed of it; and their Inſpectors, 
to ſnift off the Odium from themſelves, 
charged this Part of their Conduct on the 


Inſtructions which they had received. After 


this, 'tis aſtoniſhing they ſhould make the 
Abuſe ſtill more flagrant by affixing their 
hideous Hieroglyphicks to the Names of theſe 
Gentlemen in the printed Poll, and by falſly 


2 aſſerting, that they were enter d but a few 


Days before to ſerve a turn. I do not know 
in what Manner the College will reſent this 
injurious Treatment, but I am ſure, that 
every one of us who has a due Regard for 
the Honour of the Univerſity ought to con- 
cur readily in any Meaſures they ſhall taks 
to procure a proper Satiafaction. = 
The reſt of Dr. K -'s Friends who 
were Queried, are as much wrong'd as the 
Gentlemen of Baliol. I paſs by that falſe 
and ſpiteful Infinuation, that Mr. Tooley of 
St. John's was expell d the Univerſity; and 


the pompous Manner of enhancing the 


Dignity of their own Votes, by annexing 


every Man's Title to his Name, who polled 
| G on 
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his Friend for once, and maintain that he 
„ | SN has 
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on their Side; a Mark of Diſtinction, 


which they have not been pleaſed to allow 


the Profeſſors, Gc. who voted for Dr. K- 


Our L- indeed has had the Modeſty to omit 


his own Title, and has contented himſelf 


with printing his Name in Capital Letters, 
which is an Honour we muſt acknowledge 


ro be due to his great Merit; for it could 
not reaſonably have been expected, that a 


Man whom Fortune had raiſed to ſuch a 


conſpicuous Station ſhould be placed upon 
2 common Level with other Maſters. 


I am at a Loſs to imagine what ſhould 


induce the V - C - - and his Aſſociates, 
to affront ſo many Gentlemen of Worth and 
Honour, in ſuch a publick Manner; unleſs 
that having all along affurcd their Friends 
above, that Dr. K could not poſſibly poll 
above forty or fifty Votes, they thought it 
would be a Reflexion on thetr Craft to be 
ſo far miſtaken ; and therefore, to reduce 
the Number on the Poll ſomewhat nearer 


to their own Calculation, they thought pro- 


per to diſqualify right or Wrong, a certain 
Number of our Votes, and at the ſame 
time to affirm the Legality of all their own. 
One indeed they have ſtigmatiz'd with the 
great Q. I can't conceive how this Gentle- 


man has incur'd their Diſpleaſure ; but 


ſince they have diſcarded him, I will be 
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has the ſame Right of voting which they 
have allow'd to Mr. Aaron Baker and Mr. 
Brookes the Steward of St. John's College, 
whom they pretend to qualify upon the 
account of their reſiding within the Pre- 
cinfts of the Univerſity, tho they have no 
Names in the Books of any Colleges or 
Halls, pay no Univerſity Dues, perform no 
ſtatutable Exerciſes, and, in hore ſhare 
none of the Burdens, tho' they are allow'd 


to enjoy the Privileges of the Corporation. 


But I will not be guilty of a Piece of 

Preſumption, which I juſt now charged 
upon them, and take upon me to disfran- 
chiſe the Gentlemen who are objected: to 
by Dr. K s InſpeRors; yet I affirm in 
general, that if they have all good Votes 
as the Publiſhers of the Poll have aſſured 
to them, there cannot be a bad Vote; but 
cvery Maſter of Arts, who procceded to 
that Degree in the Univerſity of Oxford, 
may claim a Right of voting in the Elec- 
tion of our Burgeſſes. And this I thought 
was the Opinion of the Heads of Houles, 
when I ſaw the ſtrange Collection which 
they had made for the old Members, and 
ſo many Perſons offer their Votes, whoſe 

Faces were unknown to me, tho'I have liv'd in 

Oxford above twenty Years. Some who were 

poll'd out of Brazen-Noſe College, I could 

{carce find inthe Catalogue of our Degrees. 

G2 I can't 


(44 ) 
I can't ſuppoſe that Dr. Edward Shippen the 
Vice-Chancellor's Brother, who is the Mu- 
ſick Reader in Greſham College, is the 
ſame Dr. Shippen who took a Doctor of 
Phyſick's Degree in the laſt Century, and 
was (if J am rightly inform'd) a very e- 
minent Practitioner. To ſay the Truth 
all the diſputable Votes were to be decreed 
good or bad as they were given for or a- 
gainſt the old Members, When it was 


told the R - of L - that Dr. Watts 


of that Houſe intended to poll for Dr. - 
the impartial Gentleman was aſtoniſhed that 
he ſhould preſume to vote who had been ſo 
long abſent from the Univerſity; but 
when he perceived that the Dr. was in the 


ſame Intereſt with himſelf, he roundly pro- 


nounced his Vote to be as good as his own, 
do, it was at firſt reſolved to deny a Right of 
voting to the Honorary Maſters, upon aSuppo- 


ſition that they were generally inclin'd toDr, | 


K- but when upon caſting up the Poll there 
appcared to be a Majority of them for the 
old Members, the Heads of Houſes imme- 
diately reverſed their Decree, and admitted 
the Sufficiency of thoſe Votes which they had 
juſt bctore diſqualify'd. tx 

It will not be amiſs to obſerve here, 


that our Governors pretend to be much of- 
fended with Dr. K - -'s Inſpectors, be- 


cauſoe they diſputed the Votes af fome 
7. | 5 ＋ ounda- 
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Foundation Men. I am ſurprized that this 
Part of their Behaviour ſhould be liable to any 
Exception, ſince 'tis well known, that a 
Man may be a Member of a particular So- 
cicty, without enjoying the Privileges of- 
the Univerlity ; and may diveſt himſelf of 
the latter, tho' at the —— time he lives 
in Obedience to the Statutes of his own 
College. And that this was the Caſe of 
ſome of the Foundation Men who poll'd 
for the old Members, we. could caſily have 
made appear, it the Favour of a regular 
Scrutiny had been indulged us. 

I ſhall proceed no farther with my Re- 
marks on the Poll, (theſe I have made be- 
ing ſufficient to evince the Partiality and In- 
juſtice of the Editors) of which, this is ſa 
far from being a true Copy, that 'tis in the 
Senſe of our Statutes a'Libel: And it re- 
flects no ſmall Scandal on the Government 
of the Univerſity, that it has remain'd ſo 
long uncenſured, But what can we do, 
when the Perſons to whom we are to ad- 
dreſs for a Reparation, are themſelves rhe 
Authors of our Injuries? Will it not be a 
Matter worthy to be recorded in our An- 
nals, and do us much Credit for the Choice 
we have made of ſuch Men to rule over us, 
that during the Space of about ten Years, 
while ſeveral learned Divines who preſide 
in our Siſter Uni verſity were daily publiſh- 
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ing many excellent Diſcourſes in Defence 


of our Religion, and were for that reaſon. 
juſtly eſteemed the Support and Ornament 


of the eſtabliſh'd Church; the only Works 


with which our Governors have honour'd 
the Clarendon Printing-Houſe, have bcen 


one Half-Sheet containing Inſtructiont to the 
Taylors of this Place concerning the exact 
Meaſure of our Gown-Sleeves, and this in- 
imitable Performance which I have here 
examined. 5 ES 

Before I conclude, I will ſatisſy the Spe- 


culations of ſome Gentlemen whom T 
have frequently heard expreſs a Surprize, 


that the Returning Officer ſhould diſcover 
ſuch an immoderate Zeal in the Purſuit of 


this Affair, and by ſo many irregular Steps 


expoſe himſelf to the Cenſure of the Houſe 
of Commons; ſince upon other publick Oc- 
cations he has obſerved an extraordinary 
Caution, and is well known to have little 
Eſteem for any Man living but himſelf and 
his own Family. To ſay the Truth, *twas 
an Impulſe to Revenge which directed his 
whole Management; for when he was ſen— 
fible of our general Diſinclination to one 


of the old Members, he determined to 


raft his own Scheme on the Oppoſition 
which we had begun, and to bring in either 


one of his own Relations, or ſome particu- 


lar Friend who was capable of returning 
ö „ his 
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his Compliment in the handſomeſt Manner, 
To effect this, it was repreſented by one 
of his Confidents, that Dr. K - - could 
not poſſibly ſucceed in the Univerſity, ſince 
the coercive Power was againſt him, but if 
he would reſign his Intereſt to a third Per- 
| ſon, he ſhould not want a Seat in Parlia- 
ment. For the Gentleman whom they in- 
tended to propoſe, was a Man of great Fi- 
gure, who had the Option of two Boroughs, 
and ſought nothing by the Change but the Ho- 
** of ſerving for the Univerſity. But Dr. 
KF - - abſolutely rejected this Offer; which 
inflamed the V - - C - - to that Degree, 
that he reſolved if he could not carry the 
Election for his own Friend, it ſhould not 
(whatever Hazards he run) be carried for 
the Perſon by whom he had been diſap- 
pointed, - -- 
Upon the whole: Whatever ſpecious 
2} Pretences our Governors have made, it was 
not their Affection for the old Members, 
nor their Concern for the Welfare of the 
Univerſity, which engaged them in theſe 
unwarrantable Meaſures, but their Love of 
[2 Power, Abſolute Arbitrary Power , which 
: they have uſurped by a Miſinterpretation of 
ſome Statutes, and an open Violation of 
others. I could bring many undeniable 
Proofs to make good this Charge, but at 
preſent I'll content myſelf with one: I 
mean 


tute De hebdomadali & ordinario Conventu 


Tranquillity of the Univerſity. The V - - 


„ 


mean that ſcandalous Neglect of the Sta- 


Præfectorum Collegiorum & Aularum, be- 
cauſe the Deſign of it (as the Preamble 
ſets forth) was to preſerve the Peace and 


C - is hereby required to meet all the 
Governors of the Colleges and Halls toge- 
ther with the Proftors every Monday in the 
Afternoon, as well in the Vacations as in 
Term-time, in a certain Place to be agreed 
on for that Purpoſe, there to deliberate on 
the means which are proper to maintain our 
Liberties, Statutes, Cuſtoms, &c. or what- 
ever elſe may ſerve to promote the publick 
Good of the Univerſity *. And ſo careful 


were 


_— 


Nuo melius ea. que ad Regimen & Tranquillitatem Vniverſi ta- 
tis pertinent expediantur c procurentur; ſecundum Ordinatjonem 
Sereniſſimi Regis CAROLl ejus nominis primi, gratioſe nuper a4 
Univerſitatem ſuper ea re tranſmiſſam, ſancitum eſt, quod die 
Lune cujuſlibet ſeptimanæ per totum arnum, tam in vacatione 

uam terminorum temporibus, (praterquam in prineipalibus (5 
olennibus feſtis, aut ubi Vice-Cancellario videbitur, ex pub- 
lica aliqua occaſione, hujuſmodi congreſſum imerminere) hora 
prima pomeridiana ( etiam alias quandocunque Vice Cancel - 
lario, ex urgente aliqua Occaſione, convocare videbitur) Do- 
minus Vice-Cancellarius, jejuſve Deputatus, una cum Procur a- 
toribus © ſingulis Collegiorum & Aularum Prafettis, tum in 
VUniverſitate praſenibus, in loco certo & ſtato conveniant, ibi- 
que de Privilegiis & Libertatibus Univerſuatis (prout occaſio 
emerſerit) ruendis deliberent ; & de Statutis & Con/uerudinibus 
Vniverſitatis obſervandis, inter ſe tractent, inquiram, & con- 
ſilium ineant. Et, fi quid ſuper bono Reg imine, prof ectu 41 

| | | laſtico, 
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were the Compilers of our Statute's 
to oblige all the Perſons concern'd to a 
ſtrict Obſervation of theſe Injunctioſis 
(without which, they knew the good Or- 
der and Diſcipline of the Univerſity could 
not be maintain'd) that every Head of a 
Houſe who ſhall frequently abſent himſelf 
from theſe Meetings, is declared an Enemy 
to the Univerſity *. And the Magiſtrate 
whoſe moreimmediate Duty it is to enforce 
an Obedience to this Statute, is, in Caſe 
of Neglect, pronounced guilty of wilſul 
Perjury**. And yet, as far as I can learn, 


* — 
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laſtico, honeſtate, vel utilitate communi, & ex uſu Academia, 
ipſi vel major pars eorum, deliberato opus eſſe duxerint, de eodem 
deliberandi poteſtatem habeant. Tit. 13. 1” 

* Si quis vero Præfectorum prediftorum in Univerſitate pra- 
ſentium (ceſſame*impedimento legitimo per Vice-Cancelarium ap- 
probando) ab hujuſmodi congreſſubus frequemer ſe abſentaverit, 
nomen ejus, tanquam perſone, bono Untverſitatis Regimini minus 
| 2 ad Cancellarium per Vice-Cancellarium deferatur. Id. 
I 1 . ; ; 

** Magiſtratibus denique, prout major eis debetur reverentia, 
quam ut penis paſſim imenratis coerceri ipſos & in ordinem cogi 
par ſit, ita major Conſcientiz obligatio incumbit; utpote qui 
non ſolum en que ſui muneris ſunt fideliter adminiſtrare; verum 
etiam, ut alii omnes ſuis officiis fung antur, ſedulo curare tenentur. 
Neque tamen eos, ubicunque offictis ſuis defuerint, perjurii pro- 
tinus ſe oblig are intenditur : verum quoniam ipſorum fidei Statu- 
trum Cuſtodia & tutela concrediia eſt, fi (quod abſit) per 
negligentiam aut Socordiam ſuam Statuta quæcunque inuſu 
aut deſuetudine exoleſcere, C tacite quaſi abrogari patiantur, 
Ipſos etiam fidei violate ac Perjurii tener i decernimus. 
Epinomis, ſeu Explanatio juramemi, &c. Pag. 199 

there 
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there have not been above two or three of | 
theſe Conventions during the four Years 


Reign of the preſent V - Cr; but 
the Reſolutions have been always form'd 
in private Clubs, in a clandeſtine and ille- 
gal manner; by which means they have 


been able to exclude from a Share of the 


Government ſome few Heads, who they 
know are Perſons of too great Integrity to 
cloſe with their preſent Schemes; As like- 
wiſe the Proffors, who (being our Tri- 
bunes and the Guardians of our Liberties) 
would interpoſe their Authority, and pre- 
vent ſuch flagrant Innovations and En- 
croachments, of which we now complain, 
were they permitted in a ſtatutable manner 
to execute their Truſt. 5 

And here I ſhall beg my Reader's Pa- 


tience while I produce one other Witneſs 


againſt our chief Magiſtrate ; if it can be 
imagined, that cither the ſerious or young 
Part of the Univerſity are Proof againſt. 
what has been already offer'd. And be- 
cauſe Conviction is the main Scope I pro- 


poſe to my ſelf, I ſhall appeal to a ſingle 
Matter of Fact, which, I take it, carries E- 


vidence too palpable to be conteſted. The 


Vice-Chancellor takes a ſolemn Oath at his 
Admiſſion (and he is admitted every Year) 


to obſerve the Statutes, Privileges, — 
5 and 
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and Cuſtoms of * And to 
do his Duty faithfully in his Office *. How 
good a Guardian he has prov'd to theſe 
poor Statutes and Privileges: How impar- 
tial and upright his Conduct has always 
appear'd: And with how nice a Regard to 
his Promiſes and Oaths he has ated through 
his whole Adminiſtration: I will glad! 
ſubmit to any fair Arbitration. 

A Degeneracy from the wile Inſtitutions 
of our Anceſtors, and particularly a noto- 
rious Abuſe of the Statutes, are the juſt 
Grievances which inflame and exaſperate 
our prefent Differences. Of this we are 
ſufficiently ſenfible, and had long ago con- 
ccrted proper Meaſures to reſtore the old 
| Form of Government, and with it the Ho- 
Nour of the Univerſity, if we had not been 
diverted by a very falſe way of Realoning, 
viz... That tis better to take all things in good 


. 


Part from our Governors, than to provoke 


our Enemies to an Inſpection of their Condut. 
So that, whatever they do, and whatever 
we ſuſfer, we muſt be ſure not to provoke 


—ů . : 


iu dabis Fidem, ad obſervandum Statura, Privilezia, Lis 
bertates & Conſuetudines iſtius Univerſitatis. 
It-m tu dabis Fidem quod ea omnia fideliter ex-queris qua ad 
Officiur Vice-Cancellarii ſpeFant. Tit. xvii. Sect. 3. 
| A oli. 
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o¹ Enemiss. We muſt not give a Vote àc- 
cording to our Conſcience, leſt we provoke 
our Enemies. We muſt not ſcruple to break 


the moſt ſolemn Promiſes andEngagements, 


leſt we provoke our Enemies, We muſt ſub- 


mit patiently to the groſſeſt Inſults and In- 
dignities, leſt we provoke our Enemies, 


Nay, we muſt be contented to be reputed 
a Faction, to be ourſelves declared the E- 


_ wemies of the Univerſity ; leſt we provoke 


our Enemies. And all this we are to ſuffer 
for our Good, and to ſuffer from our beſt 
Friends, leſt we provoke our Enemies, What 
they mean by provoking our Enemies, or 
who our Encmies are, I could never yet 
learn ; I have only obſerved, that when 
they talk in this Strain, a Vilitation is 
generally inſmuated. And this Cant, as 
lilly as it is, is the Bugbear which has in- 
timidated ſo many well- meaning Perſons, 


and ſo long ſecured to the Heads their 


Uſurpation. But I thank them, they have 
at Jaſt rouzed in us a Spirit worthy 
Men of a liberal Education; and 'tis the 
Operation of that Spirit which has unde- 
ccived us, and removed all ill Apprehen- 
ſions, of an Inquiſition, let it come from 
what Quarter it will. For whoever arc 
authoriz'd to make it, will certainly ap- 

> prove Þ 


ar 
prove our Behaviour, and redreſs our 
| Grievances, if they proceed with Juſtice 
and Equity ; and if they do not, we can- 
not be in worſe Circumſtances, or ſuf- 
fer greater Oppreſſions under any other 
Tyrants, than we do at preſent under the 


Heads of Houſes; who have nothing ſo 


much at Heart, as to defeat the Power 
of the Maſters. 5 
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